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Operation: bird feeders
Part 1 by Charleen Bruder, Health Care Aide, Good Samaritan Vista Village

room facing out into a field. Every 
day, Albert would sit in front of the 
windows and watch the birds, 
gophers, deer, and ants. Albert 
would tell me what was happening 
with the neighbouring outside 
animals. He watched birds build a 
nest, to momma bird bringing in 

food, to eventually those baby 
birds flying. I got updates on the 
gopher family, and we would 
discuss the deer that passed by. We 
had a good chuckle watching a 
couple of bucks eating apples out 
of a neighbour’s tree full of ribbons 
(the ribbons were to deter the deer 

From left: Zach Harris, teacher at Crowsnest Consolidated High School; Logan 
McInnes, Good Samaritan Vista Village assistant site manager; Albert Prairie 
Chicken, resident at Good Samaritan Vista Village; Charleen Bruder, health 
care aide at Good Samaritan Vista Village; Jim Riedlhuber, Good Samaritan 
Vista Village site manager

With COVID-19 hitting our world, 
everyone’s life changed. None 
more so than the residents in our 
care home. As staff, we had to 
adapt to masks and shields, regular 
temperature checks and the 
constant stress knowing you may 
contract the virus. That you may be 
one of those who are 
asymptomatic, bringing it to work 
with you. But our resident’s have 
an even bigger challenge during 
this pandemic, especially at the 
start when visitation was even 
more limited. They had to stay in 
the care home or go into our 
enclosed courtyards, and many 
would pass their days sitting and 
watching the world go on through 
the windows. Every effort was 
made to ensure window visits and 
other forms of visitation were 
supported, but to many of the 
residents, we became their family, 
friends and cheerleaders. It was 
and continues to be, our mission as 
staff to do our best to keep their 
spirits up as well as our own.

One of our residents, Albert, has 
large windows across from his 
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from eating the apples). I would sit 
with Albert at times when he felt 
lonely for family, and he would tell 
me stories of his people’s beliefs, 
spirits, family and stories of 
animals. He even took the time to 
teach me some of his language. It 
was during one of these chats that I 
suggested we needed a bird feeder 
in his corner. One of our cottage 
windows also looks at the area, and 
I knew it would bring some 
entertainment for those residents 
as well. Albert, with his big smile, 
stated, “Yes! Good idea!”

Having teenage children at home 
renovating anything they could get 
their hands on while in lockdown, 
got me to thinking it would be nice 
to have bird feeders all around the 
care home and in the courtyard. 
Such small and simple things bring 
the most joy. Thinking this would 
be a great project for high school 
students, I asked my daughter, 
Darilyn, about her construction 
teacher. She stated it was Zach 
Harris, but he was doing 
construction class in the Crowsnest 
Consolidated High School, and 

Math 10-3. Apparently, construction 
and welding rotate schools. Despite 
this, I contacted Mr. Harris and told 
him my idea; he immediately 
thought it was great and asked the 
students in his math class to assist. 

Getting the email at the beginning 
of December stating they had 
completed the bird feeders was 
absolutely the best news as we 
dealt with new Public Health 
measures and increasing COVID-19 
cases across the province. 
Presenting Albert with his new bird 
feeder was the best Christmas 
present after a long year of the 
pandemic. His smile was absolutely 
beautiful and large! 

The fun doesn’t end there! Jennifer 
from our recreation department is 
setting up an activity to have the 
residents paint the feeders. Mr. 
Harris also said that he would be 
willing to help with the stands for 
the feeders, and my wish is that by 
the time we can hang them we can 
have the students who built them 
come for a visit and put them 
around the care home for the 

residents. We will also be asking 
our local hardware stores if they 
would be willing to donate some 
birdseed, as we know how much 
birds can eat!

I want to thank Mr. Harris and his 
Math 10-3 students, Jakub Emond, 
Cooper LeBorgne, Julie MacDonald, 
Kyle Pearson, Jordan Pedersen, 
Bailey Siray, Adam Strandquist, 
Gaige Ward, and Tristin White for 
this lovely gift. You have brought 
enormous joy to our residents and 
while words are never enough, 
thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. We hope we can have you 
visit in person someday soon so we 
can say thank you directly. 

Part 2 by Mr. Harris 
This September, Charleen reached 
out to me, asking if we could build 
some bird feeders in the shop with 
students. After talking with some 
students about the idea, they all 
seemed to show interest and 
agreed to take on the project. This 
was the perfect project that 
allowed the students to make 

Albert Prairie Chicken enjoying the view The finished products

We’re in this together. We’ll get through this together.
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connections between the content that we had already 
covered in the classroom while also giving them the 
chance to earn an additional construction credit which 
is always helpful down the road. 

The students started the project off with rough cut 1” 
thick slabs of spruce that were given to me from a 
friend. This meant that students had to mill the wood 
down to a desired thickness and width using the jointer 
and thickness planer before they could cut it to its final 
dimensions. This process made the construction more 
technical, but the students caught on quickly. By the 
end of the project, they were helping each other out 
(thanks Gaige). 

The students all took pride in their work, and it showed 
the most when they were willing to take things apart in 
order to improve the feeder. Cooper was a great 
example of resilience throughout this project as he was 
willing to make mistakes and go back and fix them 
without hesitation. Seeing this type of spirit in students 
is always inspiring to me. 

Thank you for the opportunity to be a part of this 
project, Vista Village, and good work to the math crew 
who brought a little bit of joy in a time of need. 

Albert Prairie Chicken and Charleen Bruder

BLUE T-REX 
SPOTTED IN 
EVANSBURG!
Turn to page 22 to find 
out why this dinosaur 
visited residents.

Like us on Facebook @goodsamaritanCA

https://www.facebook.com/goodsamaritanCA/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Starting as the new President and Chief Executive 
Officer of The Good Samaritan Society and Good 
Samaritan Canada in November 2020, I can say that it 
has been an interesting and enjoyable few months for 
me. 

I wanted to use this opportunity to share a bit about 
myself. I am originally from a remote area in Labrador, 
and in Labrador is where I began my career as a 
Registered Nurse. I have had the opportunity to work in 
numerous areas as a nurse, including in infection 
prevention and control, occupational health and safety, 
as an educator, and in long term care. These roles have 
shaped my career, and I believe they benefit our 
organization as we manage the pandemic. 

In terms of education, I have completed several nursing 
programs, including a diploma and degree in nursing as 
well as a northern nursing program. I also have a 
masters in health leadership and a Doctorate in 
business administration. I have been in health 
leadership for over two decades now, and have had 
seniors health in my portfolio for about half that time. I 
have been an executive leader for about a decade, and 
my most recent role was Chief Zone Officer with Alberta 
Health Services, where I got to know Good Samaritan 
quite well. Prior to that, I spent over six years as a Vice 
President for the Eastern Regional Health Authority in 
Newfoundland and Labrador.

The last few months I have been focused on listening 
and learning, and I truly appreciate everyone that I have 
had the opportunity to speak with. Before the new 
Public Health measures were introduced in Alberta and 
British Columbia in December, I was able to get out and 
visit a few of our care homes. It was a privilege to meet 
some of our employees and residents and to hear from 
them first hand. I look forward to the day where I can 
again get out and visit our homes and meet many more 

The Good Samaritan Society and Good Samaritan Canada

Dr. Katherine Chubbs, RN, BN, MHS, CHE, DBA

Message from the
President and 
Chief Executive Officer

www.gss.org

http://www.gss.org
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operations to create a roadmap that will help us navigate 
through the pandemic response, recovery and beyond. 

It is a blessing and a privilege to be serving those in our 
care, and while there is a lot of work ahead of us, I am 
confident that together we can do just about anything. 
As we continue to manage the COVID-19 pandemic, I 
would like to express my gratitude to our employees for 
all they have done and do to keep our residents and 
their colleagues safe. I also want to thank those 
entrusted to our care and their loved ones for working 
with us through all of the changes and challenges that 
have occurred the past year. 

It is an honour to be a part of the Good Samaritan team.

God bless, 

of you, including the family members that have placed 
their loved ones, and their trust, in our care. It is 
essential to me that I get out and view the vital work 
being done on our frontlines and gain a better 
understanding of what we are doing well and what we 
can improve upon.

Despite the challenges currently presented to us in the 
form of COVID-19, I am impressed by our employees’ 
ability to continue moving forward while keeping those 
we care for and each other safe. While managing the 
pandemic is our main priority, other initiatives have to 
continue. It is only through the hard work and 
dedication of our Good Samaritan team and the 
support of those in our care and their loved ones that 
we are able to succeed. As we embrace 2021, my goal is 
to lend a more strategic lens to Good Samaritan, 
pushing forward our strategic priorities in an organized 
manner, while still remaining conscious of the COVID-19 
burden. I want us to evolve our strategies and 

Visiting Good Samaritan Pioneer Lodge in Salmon 
Arm, B.C.

Visiting Good Samaritan Village by the Station in 
Penticton, B.C.

Join us on LinkedIn by searching goodsamaritanCA

https://www.linkedin.com/company/goodsamaritanca
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Employee Spotlight
Linda Chorney

The Good Samaritan Society and Good Samaritan Canada

In early October, Linda Chorney, 
Customer Service Representative 
(CSR), for the TeleCare Team, 
played a pivotal role in saving a life. 
During an inquiry call, Linda 
identified that the potential 
customer was in some distress. She 
advised the client to sit down and 
remained on the phone with her. 
Based on the interaction, Linda 
determined that medical assistance 
was required and called 911 to 
ensure that this person received 
medical treatment. The person was 
rushed to the hospital and told that 
she must have a “guardian angel” as 
she was a short time away from 
bleeding out and passing away.

Linda’s actions certainly exhibit two 
of the values of The Good 
Samaritan Society and Good 
Samaritan Canada:

1) Putting people before tasks.
2) �Serving others without  

self-interest.

Where is one place you want to 
travel to? 

Although I’ve been fortunate (in my 
younger years!) to travel 
internationally, I’d love to explore 
Canada more, particularly the Atlantic 
regions.

What do you like to do when you’re 
not at work? Any hobbies? 

My favourite pastime is doing 
crossword puzzles! Over the years, 
I’ve dabbled in painting and 
sculpture, but more recently I’d like 
to explore songwriting. 

Do you have a favourite memory 
you would like to share from your 
time at Good Samaritan TeleCare?

My favourite memories are of 
interacting with our volunteers, 
whether it’s hearing their stories of 
client installs, or enjoying their 
company at our volunteer 
appreciation events. We are very 
blessed to have such a great group of 
long-standing volunteers who are 
truly a “second family” to us all. 
During these COVID times, we really 
miss them! 

Linda was nominated by Jim Pringle, 
Manager for Good Samaritan TeleCare.

How long have you worked at 
Good Samaritan and in what 
roles?

I began working as a Customer 
Service Representative with Good 
Samaritan TeleCare in October 
2014. After many years in the 
business communications/
marketing field, I was ready to 
begin the path to “semi-retirement” 
in a totally different role. At that 
time, my mom was a patient of the 
Good Samaritan Seniors’ Clinic, 
which is where I heard about 
TeleCare. I was pleased to have the 
opportunity to work with seniors 
and gain more insight into the aging 
experience. (I was also thrilled to 
have a 5-minute commute to work!) 
My role in Customer Service covers 
a wide spectrum: promoting 
TeleCare’s emergency response 
monitoring products, arranging 
installations and care calls, handling 
all sorts of customer enquiries, and 
processing removals when life 
changes for a client.

What’s one thing you are really 
proud of? 

My reward at the end of the day is 
having helped someone feel more 
secure in their home, or lending an 
ear to a family member worried 
about the safety of their loved one. 
Now more than ever in today’s 
crazy world, having empathy, 
compassion, and kindness are so 
important…I’m proud to be part of 
a team that exhibits those qualities 
on a daily basis.

Employee Spotlight recipients 
receive a Good Samaritan 

theme basket. If you 
have someone you would 

like to nominate, email 
communications@gss.org.

Linda Chorney

We’re in this together. We’ll get through this together.

https://goodsamaritantelecare.com/
mailto:communications%40gss.org?subject=
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Good Samaritan Mill Woods Centre, 
Edmonton, Alta.
Taking the time to appreciate 
what is around us
by Evie Varelas, Recreation Therapist, Good Samaritan Mill Woods Centre

Time. Our lives are built around time. What if 
time felt endless and you were able to slow 
down and appreciate the little things around 
you. Maybe this is something we should all try 
to do at least once a day, regardless of how 
busy we feel. Slow down and appreciate the 
little things around us, even if just for a minute.

One resident at Good Samaritan Mill Woods 
Centre has time to appreciate those little 
things, and likes to share these thoughts and 
stories through her writing. Adrienne Thurston 
has been at our care home for the past two 
years and loves reading and writing. Due to 
multiple sclerosis, which Adrienne has been 
living with for the last 28 years, she has not 
been able to read or write without assistance 
for a while now, but this has not stopped her 
from sharing her stories. 

Adrienne is influential in her writing as she 
expresses so much passion and feelings 
through words. In the last year, Adrienne has 
started to post her stories to a blog to share 
her words with as many people as she can. 
This has been a great way to get to know 
Adrienne and staff have been able to take time 
and get to know a resident that has been 
willing to open up and share her thoughts. 
Adrienne’s writing can be found at:  
www.storiesspace.com/adrienne.

I thank Adrienne for taking the time to write 
and express her stories as it has definitely 
made me want to slow down and notice the 
little things around me from time to time. I 
hope you are able to do the same. 

BEAUTY AND AWE
by Adrienne Thurston

A ray of sunlight shoots through my window
temporarily blinding me

until it bursts into millions of shooting stars
making a kaleidoscope of colors

across my bedroom wall.

My day has begun.

Follow us on Instagram @goodsamaritanCA

http://www.storiesspace.com/adrienne
https://www.instagram.com/goodsamaritanca/
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Good Samaritan Christenson Village, 
Gibsons, B.C.
Poetry by Gail: Ebb and Flow
by Bruce Devereux, Recreation and Volunteer Coordinator, Good Samaritan Christenson Village

Gail is a poet. She also happens to be a woman with multiple sclerosis who 
lives at Good Samaritan Christenson Village. Over the years, Gail has 
created an impressive body of original work. This fact is even more 
impressive when you hear of the physical restrictions MS has placed on her. 
Gail can only move one finger on her right hand to create her poetry. A very 
slow and determined process. 

Our Music Therapist, Danika Wulff, and Gail decided to undertake a year-
long project titled, “Ebb & Flow,” that would see a selection of her poems 
shared with a wider audience. We had planned on an earlier finish, but 
COVID had other plans.

The challenge for this project was 
Gail’s MS which has significantly 
affected her physical abilities and 
vocal capacity. It would be an 
arduous and draining task for Gail to 
read each of the nine poems 
selected, but Gail’s solution was 
inspiring. She chose eight care staff 
to each read a poem. Gail chose 
each staff member deliberately to 
match their personalities to the 
piece they would read. Gail and 
Danika then used audio/music 
creation gear to generate original 
soundscapes and music scores for 
each recorded poem. 

On November 16, after a year of 
hard work, we were officially able to 
share the project in a physically 
distanced, COVID-19 safe manner, 
and it was amazing! The recording 
deeply touched staff, residents and 
Gail’s sister. If you want to learn 
more about this project or to hear 
some of the poetry, I have created a 
podcast titled, “The Creatively 
Engaging.” You can find it on all 
major podcast platforms, or visit 
www.thecreativelyengaging.com. 

We want to give a special thank you 
to the BC Care Providers Association 
who provided us with a generous 
grant that made this project possible 
by allowing us to purchase the 
necessary audio equipment. 

Some of the 
employees chosen 
to record the poetry

This photo of Gail (left) and Kathy 
(administrative assistant, right) was 
taken before the COVID-19 pandemic

www.gss.org

http://www.thecreativelyengaging.com
http://www.gss.org
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At Good Samaritan Dr. Gerald Zetter 
Care Centre, the occupational 
therapy (OT) department has been 
working to promote our residents’ 
health and well-being through 
engagement in meaningful activities. 
With a wide variety of programming 
options available, residents can 
maintain not only their physical 
abilities but also the wellness of 
their mind and spirit. 

On the second floor, Ela (Rehab 
Aide) guides our residents living with 
dementia during FUNctional 

Twice a week, Lisa (Rehab Aide) and 
our resident artist group meet for 
Fine Motor Group where residents 
work on various art projects to 
maintain fine motor strength, 
coordination and promote creative 
thinking and expression. Each 
quarter the resident artist group 
collaborates on a visual art display 
housed in our sites’ common area 
for others to enjoy. 

Each week, our gentlemen take part 
in Men’s Group where the group 
reminisces, discusses current 
events and learns about different 
topics of the group’s choosing. In 
this group, our gentleman can 
socialize, philosophize, and learn 
about new and interesting topics. 

And let’s not forget Mind & Body 
Works, where residents living with 
dementia engage in reminiscing 
and sensory activities using a 
Montessori, strength-based 
approach to promote engagement 
and socialization. 

In today’s world, it is easy to focus 
on only one aspect of our health. 
Through engagement in meaningful 
activities, occupational therapy is 
able to promote a holistic approach 
to health and well-being. Please feel 
free to reach out to an occupational 
therapist to explore how OT can 
help residents living in our care. 

Exercise. This group has residents 
take part in gentle full-body 
exercises focusing on moving to the 
rhythm of music and enjoying the 
meaningful memories it holds. 

Meanwhile upstairs on the third 
floor, Githy (Rehab Aide) leads 
residents in Woga – Wheelchair 
Yoga & Mediation, where residents 
complete gentle stretching to 
maintain range of motion and 
participate in guided breathing and 
meditation exercises to balance the 
mind. 

Good Samaritan Dr. Gerald Zetter Care 
Centre, Edmonton, Alta.
Balancing the mind and body 
with occupational therapy
by Nicole Bretzer, Occupational Therapist, Good Samaritan Dr. Gerald Zetter Care Centre

Ela dances with a resident living 
with dementia

Lisa using art to maintain fine 
motor skills

Subscribe to The Good Samaritan Society YouTube channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXlyjdHqEwaMZvaYw39dZOw
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Health Care Aide I See You 

Wash their face.  
Comb their hair.  
Tilt that broda chair. 
Answer that call bell.  
Got the stockings on to stop the swell.  
Sweating everywhere, couldn’t even tell. 
Sling here.  
Sheep’s wool there.  
Double check everything because you care. 
Time for their nap.  
Sling’em up n lift them into bed.  
So they may now rest their weary head. 
End of shift is near.  
Pray that tomorrow they’ll still be here.  
This is to all the HCAs out there. 
“You did your best, now make sure you rest.” 

Good Samaritan Stony Plain Care Centre, 
Stony Plain, Alta.
A salute to Good Samaritan HCAs
by Bennita Yellowknee, Health Care Aide, Good Samaritan Stony Plain Care Centre

Bennita Yellowknee

We’re in this together. We’ll get through this together.
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Good Samaritan Christenson Village, 
Gibsons, B.C.
90 minutes of online musical magic
by Bruce Devereux, Recreation and Volunteer Coordinator, Good Samaritan Christenson Village

Thank you all for your kind words and to you Bruce, for 
organizing everything with a big screen and good sound. 
I loaded myself with so much good energy! I know 
people are saying that Zoom concerts are not the same 
as live, but I am not so sure anymore! I felt everyone and 
especially Gail in the front row. I even bowed. To be 
honest, when I started reading Gail’s poem, I got really 
nervous and mixed up some words. I hope Gail accepted 
my improvisation. :) 

- Monika Mašanauskaitė

“Just as ripples spread out when a 
single pebble is dropped into water, 
the actions of individuals can have 
far-reaching effects.” Dalai Lama 

I know a pianist, Monika, through a 
course we both took, and she 
listened to Gail’s podcast (story on 
page 8). 

She was so inspired by her 
dedication and passion, she offered 
to do a concert for Gail! What is 
extra special about this offer is that 
Monika lives in Lithuania and she 
arranged to hold the concert for us 
over Zoom on December 30, 2020. 

Gail couldn’t believe she inspired 
someone of this calibre who plays 
on the world stage, and she was 
absolutely thrilled. Monika’s 
performance was spellbinding, and 
her dialogue with the intimate 
audience of Gail and her friends and 

staff from Good Samaritan 
Christenson Village was so 
genuinely heartfelt. Midway 
through the performance, she 
announced which of Gail’s poems 
was her favourite, and then 
recited it! The tears in Gail’s eyes 
and those around her said it all. It 
was a magical experience that 
resulted in a standing ovation and 
an encore zoom. I’ve never 
experienced one of those before. 

This concert is a perfect example 
of the ripples of kindness we can 
all create in the world. Thank you 
to Monika for making life more 
engaging for our resident’s and for 
Gail for continuing to be a source 
of inspiration. If you want to learn 
more about Monika, you can visit 
her website  
www.monikapianiste.com. 

Monika (top) and Bruce 
(bottom) doing a soundcheck 
the night before the concert

Tweet us on Twitter @goodsamaritanCA

http://www.monikapianiste.com
https://twitter.com/goodsamaritanca
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Jesus says, “Take heart!” This year 
has been difficult for our hearts. 
Emotions and feelings come 
tumbling out as we deal with the 
COVID-19 virus and the restrictions 
around the pandemic. More than 
ever before we have had to work 
together to push through the 
effects of COVID-19, and we rely on 
the words of Christ that He brings 
peace in the midst of a troubling 
world.

This year our focus has been on the 
Good Samaritan vision statement to 
grow in strength, excellence and 
creativity in caring for others. With 
current realities, our vision is more 
important than ever. It helps us 
look at ways to provide care during 
a time of challenge but also with 

very important as chaplains deliver 
worship services through on-line 
videos and use iPads to connect 
residents with their families. 

Gretchen Johnson, chaplain at Good 
Samaritan Dr. Gerald Zetter Care 
Centre and Good Samaritan Good 
Shepherd Home, speaks of how 
worship continued during the 
pandemic.

“During the season of COVID-19 - the 
continuation of worship services 
quickly became an urgent concern 
among the residents in the care 
homes I have served. Challenges 
included meeting in small groups, 
finding spaces within the care homes 
to accommodate social distancing for 
our little gatherings, and finding ways 
to share music by way of familiar 

new opportunity. In Scripture, Ezra 
the Psalmist says in Psalm 119:18A, 
“Open our eyes that we may see 
wondrous things…” This is A Vision of 
Hope! This means seeing what we 
do in a new way but knowing that 
God provides all that we need to 
help us with the work we are called 
to do. This was our theme for 
Mission Month and had continued 
into the new year.

Working more creatively allows us 
to use our imagination to develop 
original ideas, and chaplains and 
volunteer services have been 
working diligently to do just that.

Spiritual and religious care supports 
looked different as restrictions 
around gathering in groups was 
imposed. Technology has become 

News and information from Mission and Ethics

Vision of hope
by Karen Wedman, Director of Mission and Ethics

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world, you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33 NIV

www.gss.org

http://www.gss.org
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hymns (without our volunteer piano 
player). Add to that the physical 
discomfort at times of speaking 
through a facemask and shield. Staff 
and residents soon discovered the 
challenges of being able to 
understand the muffled voices coming 
through the layers of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) 

One of the ways that pastoral care 
transformed worship for the 
residents, in light of the above, 
included preparing a video of myself 
leading a worship service, and 
inserting familiar hymns and prayers. 
Videos were viewed on the big screen 
TVs in each unit lounge, which also 
provided small groupings of residents 
with a sense of community and unity 
as God’s people. The residents were 
able to see me without any PPE, which 
allowed them to understand what I 
was saying much more clearly. Having 
the video service option allowed me to 
multiply myself across several care 
centres, especially when I could not 
always be at every site. Another 

“Every day I work with our residents at 
Good Samaritan Village by the Station 
to watch a worship service broadcast 
from their own churches via the iPad. 
This has been the main way I help 
residents stay connected with their 
church families during COVID-19. 
Listening to friends singing, praying, 
worshipping, and hearing their 
pastors preach helps to inject some 
normalcy and spiritual 
encouragement into every week. The 
residents love it and often sing and 
pray along. Viewing church services 
has also helped some of our people 
reconnect with their congregations 
and spiritual practices. Residents have 
radios, and TVs can show the Vision 
channel, but seeing and hearing 
friends and family worshipping on a 
Sunday is irreplaceable for many 
Christians. This practice has helped 
dozens of residents every month get 
through the isolation we are all 
impacted by. The tablet has brought 
so much hope and joy to our 
residents. I can’t imagine not using it 
in the same way after the pandemic.” 

- Chaplain Curtis Collins, Good 
Samaritan Village by the Station

Gretchen Johnson

Curtis Collins

colleague easily facilitated showing 
the video working collaboratively with 
a recreation staff member.

The residents were very appreciative 
of the opportunity to keep gathering 
for worship, and many around the 
smaller intimate groupings found it a 
great blessing.” 

Chaplains are providing virtual 
memorial services and new services 
such as the one Dean Shingoose, 
chaplain at Good Samaritan 
Southgate Care Centre and Good 
Samaritan Mill Woods Centre, held 
to remember residents who have 
recently passed away as a result of 
COVID-19. Dean states, 

“I feel that the Remembrance 
Ceremonies for residents that we lost 
during COVID-19 is very therapeutic 
and meaningful for the staff and 
myself as well. Ritual and ceremony 
honors our shared story; it gives us 
meaning in the midst of our shared 
losses.”

Dean Shingoose

Like us on Facebook @goodsamaritanCA

https://www.facebook.com/goodsamaritanCA/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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 Volunteers
Volunteers were restricted from 
coming to the care and group homes 
during the pandemic and so volunteer 
services needed to look at volunteering 
from a new perspective. Groups, 
churches, schools and organizations 
within the community have continued 
to support our homes through virtual 
concerts, art programs, pen-pal 
programs, or sending in Christmas 
cards and cards of hope.

As of Christmas day, we have had 
approximately 2785 submissions from 
452 individual volunteers and 34 
groups who have participated in our 
virtual volunteer program. 

We are so thankful for our volunteers 
who are patiently waiting to come back 
to our homes and for those who have 
provided virtual help during this time. 

Volunteers reflect the love and caring 
that individuals and the community 
have towards our elderly, and they lift 
up our residents to improve their 
quality of life.

Ethics 
Discussions were held during 
COVID-19 to help increase 
understanding of the ethical 
considerations that are relevant 
to providing care during a 
pandemic. These conversations 
serve as a resource to help staff 
understand the tension in values 
from an individual perspective 
verses a community perspective. 
Central to this community or 
public health perspective is the 
harm principle, which states that 
a community has a duty to 
protect all members from harm 
where possible. In any decision, 
both the needs of the individual 
and the community needs to be 
taken into account. Discussions 
also involved ways of dealing 
with moral distress for residents, 
families and staff around issues 
such as legislative restrictions 
for the care and group homes. 
Ethical discussions help us to 
prepare and give us the tools to 
help make wise decisions.

Opening our eyes to see wondrous 
things provides a vision of hope to 
view life even through a pandemic. 

Our theme of A Vision of Hope 
evokes the imagination to dream, 
envision, and ponder in a familiar, 
yet new way, the significance and 
possibilities of our organizational 
mission and vision to care for those 
in need. Hope is often a mysterious 
thread that is woven through the 
experience of care. It is the glue 
that helps one another hold on for 
the next moment, the next day, the 
next season. Hope helps us find a 
resolve to persevere when the 
unexpected arrives and helps us 
remain faithful to our calling to 
serve and nurture one another to 
grow. These are the gifts, which 
help us hope for brighter things to 
come, even in the midst of days or 
seasons of remarkable challenge. 
May we discover the creativity of 
the Divine entering in to show us 
what remarkable, beautiful and 
wondrous things we are blessed 
with to serve one another in love.

Christmas Cards created by the Boys and Girls Club 
Torch Program in Wetaskiwin, Alta. Photo by Szuzi 
Girard, Recreation Aide for Good Samaritan Good 
Shepherd Home

Pastor Dean held a remembrance ceremony for 
residents who passed away during COVID-19

We’re in this together. We’ll get through this together.
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Nestled into the hillside of Mount Gerizim in the 
northwest corner of the West Bank, this Samaritan 
village is home to approximately half of the eight 
hundred living Samaritans (the other half live about fifty 
km away near Tel Aviv). With their traditions based on 
the first five books of ancient scripture of the 
Pentateuch, Samaritans continue to read and speak 
Ancient Hebrew and Arabic (along with English) and 
follow many practices of their early Samaritan ancestors. 

Husney explained his family name of “Cohen” means 
“priest” in Hebrew. With great pride, he shared their 
ability to trace their priestly lineage 134 generations 
directly back to Aaron, the first High Priest and brother 
of Moses. 

Even in these most tumultuous times in the Holy Land, 
Samaritans consider themselves a “bridge of peace” 
between Palestinians and Israelis, facilitated by the fact 
that today; this ancient group carries simultaneous 
citizenship in three different nations - Palestine, Israel, 
and Jordan. With long reigning conflict in the middle-
east, Samaritans have creatively adapted their spiritual 
practices - such as moving the traditional community 
booths inside their homes for worship during Sukkot, an 
ancient First Fruits Thanksgiving feast, rather than 
remaining outdoors in large public gathering spaces 
where they risk interruption or destruction by dissenting 
critics.

Around the world, in COVID times more than ever, we 
deeply recognize that a relationship with God and 
worship is not restricted to a single place or style. 
Regardless of where a spiritual tradition has roots for 
worship, we know that wherever we are, God is 
accessible in all times and all places. Even when we 
cannot access our traditional places of worship, like our 
Samaritan brothers and sisters, we continue to hear 
God’s call to be “bridges of peace” and carriers of 
compassion and healing wherever we find ourselves in 
the world.

The Good Samaritan Society 
and Good Samaritan Canada
Meeting “real” Samaritans
by Sharilynn Upsdell, Chaplain, Good Samaritan Mountainview Village

Travelling to the Holy Land in April 2018, I learned that 
the Samaritan people remain active and comprise the 
smallest, most ancient, ethnic community in the world. I 
was eager to meet some “real” Samaritans, from whom 
we derive our Good Samaritan name. 

I had the opportunity to visit Mt Gerizim, in Samaria, in 
the West Bank of Israel/Palestine. 3600 years ago, 
Moses pronounced Mt Gerizim as the Mount of Blessing 
(situated opposite Mt Ebal - the Mt of Curses) and ever 
since the Samaritan people have lived nearby and 
worshipped at their holy site on Mt Gerizim, 
distinguishing and at times alienating them from other 
major religions who chose to build primary worship 
sites in Jerusalem. 

Husney Cohen, younger brother to the current 
Samaritan High Priest, and his nephew Abood, 
enthusiastically welcomed us to the Samaritan 
Community Centre in the village of Kiryat Luz. 

Husney Cohen, shaking hands with Sharilynn Upsdell, 
chaplain at Good Samaritan Mountainview Village in 
Kelowna, B.C., in front of Samaritan Scrolls at the 
Samaritan Community Centre in Kiryat Luz, on Mt 
Gerizim

Join us on LinkedIn by searching goodsamaritanCA

https://www.linkedin.com/company/goodsamaritanca
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The Good Samaritan Society 
and Good Samaritan Canada
Christmas angels
by Janelle Brideau, Fundraising Coordinator, and Danica O’Neill, Director of Community Engagement & 
Fundraising 

‘Twas the day before Christmas at our Good Samaritan Heron Grove home, 
and residents and employees were hoping that St. Nicholas soon would be 
there. Who visited next was even better, our Christmas Angel: Mark Dame 
with gifts for all the residents!

A huge thank you to Mark, his wife and their friends and family for donating 
individually wrapped gifts to our residents in Vernon, Kelowna and Salmon 
Arm! Also to Gordon Food Services for matching their contributions, which 
was so generous. 

Christmas looked very different for many of us this year, and Good 
Samaritan was so blessed to have numerous angels in the community who 
continued to give their time, energy and resources to support our residents 
and staff during this difficult time. Your gifts, cards, well wishes and 
donations made such a positive impact on those in our care. Good Samaritan 
could not do the work we do without the support of our community. 

Chris Smith, Recreation and Volunteer Coordinator for Good Samaritan Heron 
Grove, receiving gifts from volunteer Mark Dame, his wife and their friends, 
and from Gordon Food Service Canada who matched the donations

Mark Dame

www.gss.org

http://www.gss.org
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, The Good Samaritan Society cancelled both of our annual golf tournaments. A big 
part of this tournament is the silent auction table that raises funds for the New Initiative in Care Excellence (NICE) 
Program. The program directly impacts those in our care by funding and implementing initiatives that will benefit 
quality care and accommodations. Past projects that have been funded through this program have included 
motorized wheelchair bikes, door decals and murals, weighted blankets, joy for all companion pets, dementia dolls, 
wheelchair swings, games and so much more. 

Even with our golf tournament cancellations, nothing stops Good Samaritan, and we took our silent auction online! 
More than $7,100 was raised to support the New Initiatives in Care Excellence (NICE) Program through the 
virtual silent auction in October. A huge thank you to the generous supporters who donated and purchased items, 
to Purolator for sponsoring shipping of the items, and to Alicia Montague, Cheryl Benoit and Janelle Brideau for 
coordinating the auction. 

The Good Samaritan Society
Virtual silent auction
by Danica O’Neill, Director of Community Engagement & Fundraising

Sponsored by:

https://www.givergy.ca/gss/?controller=home


GOOD SAMARITAN'S VIRTUAL

,

A huge thank you to our sponsors:

by Danica O’Neill, Director of Community Engagement & Fundraising 

We would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank 
all of the participants, donors and sponsors who helped 
raise more than $100k during Good Samaritan’s first ever 
virtual Run, Walk & Roll. You are real superheroes and 
your support made it possible for us to continue to assist 
with amazing projects and purchases for care homes and 
programs across the organization. Those in our care will 
truly benefit from this amazing effort!

The virtual event encouraged participants to use an 
online platform to create awareness and collect pledges 
to support a program or care home of their choice. 
Participants got creative and ran, walked or rolled to 
complete a distance of their choice in their community.

A huge THANK YOU to all those who participated, shared 
information, or donated to the event. A special thank you 
to our title sponsors CareRx and Servus Credit Union. 

https://business.facebook.com/goodsamaritanCA/videos/3587800121289516/
https://business.facebook.com/goodsamaritanCA/videos/2583808988598204/
https://www.facebook.com/goodsamaritanCA/posts/2731041480498475


OVER

RAISED!

$100K

Congratulations to our 
prize winners!

1st Top Fundraising Team 
Rita Halma from Team Park Meadows

2nd Top Fundraising Team 
Nicole Bretzer from Team Dr. Gerald Zetter

1st Top Individual Fundraiser 
Crystal de Jong from Team Dr. Gerald Zetter

2nd Top Individual Fundraiser 
Brandy Denny from Team Wedman

Best Costume 
Super George from Team Mill Woods

Social Media Superstar 
Jennifer Williams from Team Prairie Ridge

Participant Draw 
Paige Walker from Team Southgate

We are planning to launch the next
Virtual Run, Walk & Roll Event

on May 1st, 2021. 

Stay tuned for more details!

https://business.facebook.com/goodsamaritanCA/videos/332017214698888/
https://business.facebook.com/goodsamaritanCA/videos/1654685908032128/
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Good Samaritan West Highland Centre 
& Estates, Lethbridge, Alta.
Importance of technology
by Pamela Roy, Recreation Therapy Aide, Good Samaritan West Highland Centre & Estates

For the past months, we have been 
appreciating the benefits of 
technology and video conferencing. 
As staff, we have quickly learned to 
use a ‘new to us’ program for video 
chatting to connect our residents 
with their loved ones near and far. 
The wonder of this technology is 
new for many residents and has 
taken some getting used to, but 
they sure love to see their family on 
the screen. 

During these virtual visits, residents 
have asked family “how did you get 
in there?” They have also been able 
to see new grandchildren, have 
garden and yard tours, and 
watched great-grandchildren play 
outdoors. 

It has been an experience for staff 
that have assisted with these video 
chats learning to use the programs, 
fixing technical glitches, finding the 
Wi-Fi hotspots, and most 
importantly assisting our residents 
in keeping connected to their 
family. We have seen and shared in 
laughter and tears, and know the 
value of each moment for our 
residents and their families to 
connect is priceless. 

We could not offer virtual visits to 
our families without the support of 
so many. We are blessed to have 
recieved iPads that were purchased 
through donations to The Good 
Samaritan Society. Support such as 
this makes a difference in the lives 
of those who we care for and is so 
essential at this time. Especially as 
we work to keep our residents 
healthy, safe and connected with 
their loved ones.

www.gss.org

http://www.gss.org
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Good Samaritan Pembina Village, 
Evansburg, Alta.
Kindness at Christmas

While COVID-19 has had more than 
its fair share of challenges for 
everyone, it was especially hard for 
many people around Christmas 
time being unable to celebrate in 
their usual ways and to gather with 
loved ones. A very special thank you 
to the families who not only 
brought their loved ones gifts, but 
also bought something for each 
resident at Good Samaritan 
Pembina Village in Evansburg, Alta. 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
thank you for making life more 
joyous for those in our care! 

From left to right: Brian Howe, 
Vel Howe, Michelle Christensen, 
and Kari Christensen dropping 
off gifts for all the residents at 
Good Samaritan Pembina 
Village in Evansburg, Alta.

Special thank you to Volunteer Alberta for 
delivering 24 hand-written Christmas cards to 
the residents at Good Samaritan Pembina Village

Tweet us on Twitter @goodsamaritanCA

https://www.facebook.com/goodsamaritanCA/posts/2841152196154069
https://twitter.com/goodsamaritanca
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Good Samaritan Pembina Village, 
Evansburg, Alta.
Laughter is the best medicine
by Janelle Brideau, Fundraising Coordinator

The pandemic has changed the lives of so 
many around the world, and with more time 
that passes, we are all finding new and 
different ways to cope. Vicki Vincent is the 
dedicated recreation therapist and volunteer 
coordinator at Good Samaritan Pembina 
Village in Evansburg, Alta. Vicki is always 
thinking of creative and exciting things she 
can do with or offer the residents during this 
time of isolation to help maintain their 
physical, mental, and emotional well-being. 

One thing Vicki knows for sure is that laughter can be a cure for 
everything! Laughter enhances your intake of oxygen-rich air, 
stimulates your heart, lungs and muscles, and increases the 
endorphins released by your brain, which can relieve your stress 
response. Vicki knew that more than ever, the residents needed 
some laughter in their lives.

How did she make sure everyone laughed, you ask? She got an 
amazing dinosaur costume and visited every resident! Dino Vicki 
roamed the halls, windows and rooms of Good Samaritan Pembina 
Village spreading laughter and smiles everywhere she went. She 
also created and handed out individual activity packages for each 
resident to do at their leisure. They included things like art supplies, 
games and puzzles. Vicki thoughtfully picked out activities that offer 
something to make the residents smile, relax and brighten their 
mood while helping strengthen their hands and dexterity. 

Thank you, Vicki, for reminding us of the importance of enjoying 
the small things, and how important it is to sit back and laugh 
together.

Activity packages for the residents

Dino Vicki enjoying some window visits 
with residents

We’re in this together. We’ll get through this together.



The Journey

23Winter 2021

Due to COVID-19 this year 
we could not organize our 
142 Christmas angel gifts 
from staff and community 
members as we usually 
would. Thankfully, Nina, a 
member of our recreation 
team, pitched to our local 
London Drugs to add tags 
to their seniors’ angel tree 
in the Gibsons store. 
Shoppers could take a tag 
and add the cost of a 
framed print onto their bill; 
the framed print would 
then go to a Good 
Samaritan Christenson 
Village resident as a 
Christmas gift. 

What made this endeavour 
even more special was that 
we submitted all original 
artwork created by our 
residents during our art 
programs. Our residents 
can now enjoy some of 
their artwork printed and 
framed, and it looks 
amazing on this scale! It has 
been a dream of ours to do 
a project like this for some 
time, and we are so 
thankful to London Drugs 
and the community of 
Gibsons for making it a 
reality. Thank you for 
making life more beautiful 
for those in our care!

Good Samaritan Christenson Village, 
Gibsons, B.C.
Thank you to our Christmas angels
by Bruce Devereux, Recreation and Volunteer Coordinator, Good Samaritan Christenson Village

Like us on Facebook @goodsamaritanCA

https://www.facebook.com/goodsamaritanCA/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel


1. Understand your financial situation

An advisor can help you develop 
concrete financial strategies that fit with 
your family’s current situation. Even a 
quick call with your advisor is a great 
first step if you’re not sure where to 
start, or if you are feeling uneasy about 
your finances.

2. Beware of panic and compulsive 
buying

While you’re at home, you might be 
tempted to do more online shopping. 
When you’re physically shopping in 
stores it’s easier to see how many items 
you’re buying, but shopping online can 
become a passive activity where you 
end up spending more money than you 
mean to. Try these tips to curb the extra 
binge-buying:

•	� Buy local: is there a similar item from 
a local business that likely needs your 
support more than a big chain?

•	� Be resourceful—can you find it 
cheaper, on sale or used?

•	� Keep items in your cart for a full 24 or 
even 48 hours (take a financial fitness 
minute- see Tip #4)

3. Look for free online activities

Look for free activities to do with your 
family online. If you have a business in 
mind, follow them on social media or 
visit their website. 

•	� Stream workouts from gyms offering 
them through their Facebook or 
Instagram accounts

•	� Tour museum and art galleries like 
Glenbow From Home

•	� Visit the zoo through Calgary’s Daily 
Dose at Home tours

•	� Learn virtually (for children and young 
adults) through Junior Achievement 
Southern Alberta and Northern 
Alberta

4. Take a financial fitness minute

Before going through the online 
checkout, take a minute and ask yourself 
if the purchase is needed right now. 
The financial fitness minute will help to 
minimize compulsive and panic buying 
habits. After taking a minute, you can also 
determine if a more expensive purchase 
is something you can budget for—instead 
of overloading your credit card. 

Reach out to your financial advisor and 
start the conversation about where your 
family is at financially, and what has 
changed since the pandemic started. If 
you bank with Servus, we have financial 
relief supports to get you started or 
contact your Servus advisor directly.

Taking the first step is often the one we 
put off—but know Servus stands with you 
during this difficult time.

Keeping Your Family Financially Fit throughout COVID-19

Budgeting tips for families from our 2020 Walk, Run & Roll title sponsor, Servus Credit Union!

MYTH

We don’t know the 
vaccine is safe 
until we get more 
long-term data

FACT

Millions of people have already been 

vaccinated worldwide. Vaccine side 

effects occur within 6 weeks and after 

that, the vaccine and initial immune 

system response is gone. 

Clinical trials indicate the vaccines are 

safe and are looking for long-term data 

to understand how long the vaccine 

protects against COVID-19.

Reference – University of Waterloo School of Pharmacy 5in5

COVID-19 Vaccine Fact from our 2020 
Walk, Run & Roll title sponsor, CareRX!
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Brandy Denny
Breane Birmingham
Brenda Rice
Brent Kilboy
Brian van de Wiel
Brooke Geherman
Bruce B
C P
Canada Mobile X-Ray Inc.
Carol Bell
Carol Gray
Caroline Turcotte
Carrie Kendall
Carrie Walker
Carrielynn Lund
Carson Fleming
Casey Crilly
Cassie Thomson
Chad Kendall
Charisse Beckett
Cheryl Kingsley
Christopher Nyback
Cindy Eggleston
Claire Tattrie
Clarence Halma
Colton Geier
Coral Relkov
Cornelius Pauls
Craig Pinksen
Crystal De Jong
Crystal Fowler

Agnes Garcia
Alcide Cardinal
Alexandre Brideau
Alisha Coyston
Allan Schole
Allan Welke
Ally Tweedy
Amanda Crighton
Amanda Greenfield
Amber Nealon
Amy Greenough
Andrea Kokott
Andrew Lam
Angelina DeWolfe
Angie Johnsen
Anita Honing
Anne Packer
Anne Strack
Anne-Marie Therrien
Ashley Fleming
Ashley Lamoureux
Aubree Falk
Augusta Estelong
Azure Zajonz
Barb Van Esveld
Barbara Tardif
Barry Woodbeck
Beverly Woodford
Bonnie Piercey
Bonny Lehsner
Bradley Williams

2020 Christmas Appeal 
Adele Thurston
Bernard A. Durr
Bruce Allison
Catherine Yamada
David Taniguchi
Douglas White
James (Jim) Pringle
Jeanette Espie
Jeanne F. Besner
Jonathon Garner
Joyce Philip
Kelly Steinwand
Linda Craig
Linda Denny
Linda McDaniel
Loren Pearson
Patrick Casey
Rita Meier
Ronald Deeprose
Rose Helmer
Victoria Taras
Wayne Goebel
Wilfred A. Klarenbach
William Wiesener

2020 Good Samaritan 
Virtual Run, Walk & Roll 
ADA & Associates Ltd.
Adele Thurston
Adonya Drabot-Bartlett

June 1, 2020 - November 30, 2020

Donations
As charities, The Good Samaritan Society and Good Samaritan Canada depend on the support of our donors 
to help secure items not otherwise funded for such as our beds and specialized equipment needed to care 
for our residents. The generosity of our donors helps make this happen—thank you!

Join us on LinkedIn by searching goodsamaritanCA

https://www.linkedin.com/company/goodsamaritanca


26 Winter 2021

The Good Samaritan Society and Good Samaritan Canada

Jesse Kendall
Jill King
Joan M. Carlson
Joan Oravec
Joan Seiler
Jo-Ann MacDonell
Joanne Chalabi
Joanne L. Stan-Morgan
Joe Hughes
John Holmlund
John Macklin
Joyce Philip
Judy Veinotte
Julie Klok
Julie Lorenz
Justin Cloutier
Kady Hirakida
Karen Jackson
Karen Olivier
Kate Schlinker
Katharina Kovacs Burns
Katherine Kokott
Katherine Larsen
Kathleen Gibson
Kathleen Hartmann
Kathlene Siruno
Kathryn Ansorger
Katie Hildebrandt
Katrina Omar
Katrina Smysnuik
Kay Mulholland
Kay Payne
Ken Ferreira
Kevin Bretzer
Kevin Gnida
Kevin Taschuk
Kim Staus
Kiriaki Varelas
Koreen Sather
Kristi Sawers

Fiona Cuthbertson
Gail Courtnage
Gailene Cuffe
Gary Buss
Gary Gill
Gary Hunsley
Gertrude E. Love
Ginny Williams
Gologo
Grace Hickson
Grace Marshall
Guy Bodnarchuk
Hareesh Vishwarupan
Harry Simpson
Heather Roberts
Heather Williams
Helen Kokoroyiannis
Helen Thornitt
Ian Thurston
Imelda Frey
Irene McDermott
Jack Keech
Jackie Leaver
Jaguar Water & Sewer Services 
LTD.
James Chartier
Jan Smith
Janelle Brideau
Janelle Dalen
Janet Storch
Janice Nadon
Janice Thomson
Jannet Brown
Jason Kolosky
Jeanette Bayduza
Jeanette Madson
Jeanne F. Besner
Jenn Andriuk
Jenna Edinga
Jennifer Williams

Crystal Livingstone
Dale Fedoruk
Dani Nabholz
Danica O’Neill
Danielle Boutin
Danny Hartschen
Darren Brown
Darren Williams
Daryl Thompson
Dave Sandl
David Enman
David Pirri
Dawn Sugimoto
Dawna-Rae Chaban
Dean Parsons
Deb Waldner
Debbi Kendall
Deborah Anders
Debra Layton
Denise Lischuk
Dennis Nuefeld
Desiree Klassen
Diane Fleming
Diane MacDonald
Dianna Apostolakos
Donna Pickle
Doreen Broska
Doris I. Jacobi
Doug Hawkins
E. Mirth Professional 
Corporation
Edith Lunty
Eleni Veralas
Eli Chalabi
Elizabeth Hebert
Elsa Sekulic
Evelyn A. Buss
Evelyn Schwabe
Evie S. Varelas
Faith Davis

The Good Samaritan Society and Good Samaritan Canada

We’re in this together. We’ll get through this together.
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Patti Henwood
Patti Wright
Paul Meyer
Pedro Bordignon
Peter Ashdown
Rajbir Ghuman
Remi Allard
Rheal D’anjou
Richard Clark
Richard Greenough
Rima Chalabi
Rita Fruson
Rob Wilson
Robert Raynard
Robert Willms
Roberta Allison
Rochelle Valeros
Rogeet Ghuman
Roger Lafrance
Ronald Canfield
Rosalie Morris
Rose McGonigal
Rosemary Owens
Russell Tran
Ruth Strosser
Salim Devji
Samson Security Solutions
Sander Kooning
Sandra Braid
Sandra Burnham
Sandra Delon
Sandra Haliben
Sandra Wightman
Sandy Leavitt
Sarah Rudd
Scott Crowe
Sean Thomson
Sebastian Espino
Shannon Donkersgoed
Shannon Greenough

Marilyn Dahl
Marilyn Woodside
Marlene F. Lee
Marlene Raasok
Marvin Molzan
Mary Franklin
Mary Honing
Mary L’Heureux
Mary Thompson
Marybeth LeDrew
Mavis Currey
Megan Van Huizen
Melanie H. Szyszkiewicz
Melanie Hartschen
Melanie Meheden
Michael Brodoway
Michael Lavoie
Michele Nester
Michelle Bonnici
Michelle Taschuk
Mike D
Monica Kohlhammer
Monique Assi
Murray Billis
Nadine and Hans Lung
Nadine Fleming
Natalie Thompson
Nhung Tan-Davies
Nicole Bretzer
Nigel Kendall
Norma Barber
Norma Sawatzky
Norman Mayer
Norman Zimmer
Paige Walker
Pat Hamilton
Patricia Alexander
Patricia Lysay-Lang
Patricia Marsh
Patrick Casey

Krystal Rose
Kurt Roy
Laird Stovel
Lana Frandsen
Landon Kowalzik
Lane Lovig
Larissa Dhanani
Laura Reeds
Laurie Williams
Lee Mau
Leona McNeill
Les Filles De Jesus
Lesley Caraganis
Lil Jespersen
Lillian Foster
Linda Boyd
Linda Denny
Linda G. Strandlie
Linda Ross
Linda Sand
Lindsay Kirstein
Lionel Brideau
Lisa Jullion
Lisa Laupland
Lloyd Jones
Lorraine Assheton-Smith
Lorraine Hiebert
Lorraine Lavoie
Louise Woodrow
Lynda Cherry
Lynda Meyer
Lynn Heward
Mafia
Maggie Lorence
Maia Saraeva
Marc Rathwell
Margaret Michalenko
Margaret Reinhardt
Marguerite Macpherson
Marie Rose Chalabi

Follow us on Instagram @goodsamaritanCA

https://www.instagram.com/goodsamaritanca/
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Community Foundation of 
Medicine Hat & Southeastern 
Alberta
Community Foundation of the 
North Okanagan
Drayton Valley Community 
Foundation
Edmonton Community 
Foundation

COVID-19 Emergency 
Relief Fund
Arbor Memorial Inc.
Janelle Brideau
Kayla Schneider
Kim Staus
SMS Equipment Inc.
United Way Lethbridge & South 
Western Alberta
Wigger Draperies

Good Samaritan 
Christenson Village 
BC Care Providers Association-
EquipCare BC
Bernard E. Duteau
Dorothy Morse
Jacqueline Samson
Kaasa Family Fund
Multiple Sclerosis Society of 
Canada
Sunshine Coast Community 
Foundation
Wendy Martin
William Beaton

Good Samaritan 
Clearwater Centre
Annie Anderson
Delia Mladin
INEOS
Next to New
Shell Canada Limited

Wayne Petersen
Wild Yarrow Herbal Medicine 
Clinic and Dispensary
Woodvale Grouphome
Yanet Chavarria
Yolande Williams
Young K. Hwang
Yvette Paulson
Zachary Murphy

2020 Spring Appeal 
Brian Kraus
J. R. Charlebois
Karen Bolstler
Rosalie and Adrian Karpluk
Rose Watamaniuk

70th Anniversary 
Campaign
Alan Marshall
Brian Hamblin
David Fayle
Ed J. Kumish
Elsie Rodeman
Frank Neuhold
Johanna Wilson
Linda Jettkant
Shirley Tucker
Sindy Thompson
Trudy Miller
Young K. Hwang
Yvonne I. Rekken

Community Foundations 
of Canada - Emergency 
Community Support Fund 
Calgary Foundation
Community Foundation of 
Canada
Community Foundation of 
Lethbridge and Southwestern 
Alberta

Sharon Trelenberg
Sharon Wright
Sheila Mckay
Sheila Zahara
Shelley Cloutier
Shelley Friesen
Shelley Krowiak
Sherri Andre
Shireen Surani
Shirley Cap
Shirley Sokvitne
Shreela Chakrabartty
Siegbert Sonnenberg
Sindy Thompson
Steven Brown
Sue Kachanoski
Susan Kokott
Susan Scott
Susan Withers
Susan Wolfe
Tammy Matonovich
Tannis Boudreau
Teresa Griffith
Terrina Hampton
Terry Brown
Tim Bullock
Tim Crilly
Timothy Kinniburgh
Tom Kokott
Toni Smysnuik
Travis Bretzer
Tristin Laramee
Trudy Makar
Tyler Bissett
Vanessa Ridden
Vera Klassen
Vicki Hawkins
Victoria Taras
Vincent Cybulski
Wanda Paiha

The Good Samaritan Society and Good Samaritan Canada

www.gss.org

http://www.gss.org
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Lindsay Petite
Rose Neiman
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Vision Credit Union

Good Samaritan Hardship 
Fund
Karen Schick
Katherine Heit
Lorraine McPartlan
Tracey Robinson

Good Samaritan Heron 
Grove
BC Care Providers Association-
EquipCare BC
Courtney McChesney
Kaasa Family Fund

Good Samaritan Hillside 
Village
Andrew Royal
BC Care Providers Association-
EquipCare BC

Good Samaritan 
Dr. Gerald Zetter Care 
Centre Choice Program
Anne Bothwell
Kenneth Shivak

Good Samaritan George 
Hennig Place
Carolyn Campbell
Dale B. Hagen
Doris I. Webber
Ruth Kaiser

Good Samaritan Good 
Shepherd Home
Christine Williams
Emmanuel Ferrante
Ernest J. Tessari
Evangelical Sisterhood of Mary
Hannah Mehling
INEOS
John Dargatz
Lin Keehn

Good Samaritan 
Dr. Gerald Zetter Care 
Centre
Allard Foundation Ltd
Baljit Nijjer
Barbara Belous
Claudio Coliban
Crystal De Jong
Dorothy Rinas
Florence Reid
Ida Ronan
John Stobbe
Kanwaljit Ghuman
Karen Treadgold
Katherine Robinson
Lianne McInnis
Mercy Manoharan
Ranu Parnmukh
Robinson Lighting & Bath 
Centre
Sameh Sawires
Teigan Tsoukalas

LIFE MOREMAKE

DO
NORS

AC T I V E

Wheelchair accessible 
buses, rehabilitation, 
and exercise equipment 
are made possible by donors

Subscribe to The Good Samaritan Society YouTube channel 

https://gss.org/about/makelifemore/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXlyjdHqEwaMZvaYw39dZOw
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Sarah Rudd
Sidney M. Nelson
Sindy Thompson
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Women In Mission
Stanley A. Krause
The Benevity Community 
Impact Fund
Todd Broadhurst
Trent Regier
United Way of the Alberta 
Capital Region
Wanda M. Wenman
Zachary Penner

Good Samaritan Pembina 
Village
Allard Foundation Ltd
Laurie Brown
Ruth Anderson

Good Samaritan Place 
Choice Program
Caroline E. Smith
Jeneane Grundberg

Good Samaritan Pioneer 
Lodge
BC Care Providers Association-
EquipCare BC
Kaasa Family Fund

Good Samaritan 
Programs for Persons 
with Developmental 
Disabilities
Bonnie Morrison
Cirilo A. Pedrola
Frank Laucher
Kathlene Siruno
Marlen Walker
Renee Johnson

Good Samaritan Park 
Meadows
Anne Boras
Danica O’Neill
Delores Hougen
Jane Wald
Janelle Brideau
John Weing
Larry Hamilton
Lois K. Punton
Margaret E. Tait
Mary Ott
Mildred E. Sears
Paypal Giving Fund Canada

Good Samaritan Pastoral 
Care Endowment Fun
Bob Angeli
Bruce Flaniken
Cable Family Community 
Endowment Fund
Carla Gregor
Danica Busilan
Grace Lutheran Church
Harold H. Minchau
Harry Klann
Jack Loepelmann
Jeanne F. Besner
Jeff Wedman
Johanna Touw
John Brewster
John Daykin Fund
Karen Wedman
Lois Richards
Nadine and Hans A. Lung
Nkechi Onwuama Ezechinedu
Pauline Smeltz
Paypal Giving Fund Canada
Recruitment Partners Inc

Deb Clarkston
Joyce Butterworth
Kaasa Family Fund
Maria Wihak
Val Longfoot
Viola Stoltzmann

Good Samaritan Lee Crest
Cailyn Firth

Good Samaritan Linden 
View
Inter Pipeline
Mackenzie Schmidt

Good Samaritan Mill 
Woods Centre
Allard Foundation Ltd
Calin D. Anton
Edmonton Mill Woods 
Breakfast Lions Club
Karran Stefanyk
Norma Olfert
Vanessa Ridden

Good Samaritan 
Mountainview Village
Andrew Nagy
BC Care Providers Association-
EquipCare BC
Carolyn Monz
Diane Bell
Enrico Catalano
Gorda Seymour
Interior Savings Credit Union
Kaasa Family Fund
Kay Payne
Laird Stovel
Lisa Voelmle
Lois Richards
Margaret Deubner
Paul Mast
Robert Maranchuk

The Good Samaritan Society and Good Samaritan Canada

We’re in this together. We’ll get through this together.
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Good Samaritan Vista 
Village 
Catherine Bratz
Ken Robertson
Lynn Bruder
Patrick Shenton
Susan Vogelaar

Good Samaritan Wedman 
House and Village
Allard Foundation Ltd
Joan Ealey
Kuldip K. Bachhal

Good Samaritan West 
Highland Centre
Brent Chorneyko
Lois K. Punton
Peggy Large

New Initiatives in Care 
Excellence (NICE)
Silver Group Purchasing

Good Samaritan Stony 
Plain Care Centre
Allard Foundation Ltd
Andrea Hanson
Darcy Shenfield
Henry H. Rabe
Jill Worthington
June Verbeek
Leona Scheideman
Linda Berg
Linda Jettkant

Good Samaritan Victoria 
Heights
BC Care Providers Association-
EquipCare BC
Kaasa Family Fund

Good Samaritan Village 
by the Station
Andrew Nagy
BC Care Providers Association-
EquipCare BC
Jean Dall
Kaasa Family Fund
Rick’s Heart Foundation

Good Samaritan Virtual 
Silent Auction
Cheryl Benoit
Danica O’Neill
David Dorward
Janet Storch
Jeanne F. Besner
Julie Williams
Katherine Chubbs
Kim Staus
Marlene Raasok
Marvin Molzan
Paul Benoit
Wayne Petersen

Good Samaritan Prairie 
Ridge
Elizabeth Del Aguila Del Castillo
Norman Wright

Good Samaritan Seniors’ 
Clinic
Doreen Fischer
Enea Grande
Irene Billey
Jeannette Heath
Jolene Williams
Kavery (Kat) Lou
Margaret Carbonneau
Steve Wong
Tiejun Huang
Travis Nesbitt
Wai Kuen Yeung

Good Samaritan South 
Ridge Village 
Custom Window Cleaners & 
Janitorial Service
Ida Ronan
Patrick Shenton
Paul Mast

Good Samaritan 
Southgate Care Centre
Aileen Pascual
CN Corporate Services
Connie Samycia
Emma Corpuz
Erin Elaschuk
Extended Hands
Lauren Ruttle-Soon
Marifel Purvis
Richard Cwieklinski
Shoppers Drug Mart - 
Snodgrass Pharmacy LTD.
Theresa Gorsak

You can subscribe to 
receive The Journey 
online, by visiting: 

www.gss.org/contact/
newsletter.

Tweet us on Twitter @goodsamaritanCA

http://www.gss.org/contact/newsletter
http://www.gss.org/contact/newsletter
https://twitter.com/goodsamaritanca
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In Honour of Residents of 
Good Samaritan Linden 
View
FortisAlberta Inc.

In Memory of Alfreda 
Eisman
Loretta Barnes

In Memory of Allison Cox
Gordon Catherwood

In Memory of Alma 
Tomnuk
Thomas Lemire

In Memory of Arne 
Hougen
Joyce Lizzi

In Memory of Audrey 
Joyce Erickson
Don Duhamel

In Memory of Bruce 
Mathewson
Kooon Tai Wong
Li Zhou
Xiao Wei Wang

In Memory of Cameron 
Jantz
Sharon Trelenberg

In Memory of Carol 
McGruther
Valerie Copp

In Memory of Elfriede 
Lang
Otto Wedman
Rita Kneller

In Memory of Elizabeth 
Filipkowksi
Brian G. Brownlee

In Memory of Elsie 
Scheideman
Leona Scheideman

In Memory of Florence 
Stahley
Carol Mueller

In Memory of Fred Willett
Sheena Prokipchuk
Wildwood Community 
Association

In Memory of Frederick 
(Fred) A. Meade
Charles Martin
Don Zimmer
Douglas Zimmer
Gayle Graves
Roy Hutchinson
Shirley Meade

In Memory of Gerald A. 
Kettner
Dave Dion
Janice Krietemeyer

In Memory of Carolyn 
Mehew
Hilda Weing

In Memory of Cliff Head
Jean Beattie
Kay Hill

In Memory of David 
Andrew
Harold Donladson
Lois M. Everett
Lori Lowe
William Elliott

In Memory of Don 
Christensen
Ruth Smith

In Memory of Dorothy 
“Ruth” Tessari
Deanna Anderson
Isabel Didriksen
Lois A. Baker

In Memory of Douglas 
Henkel
Bernadine Scheideman

In Memory of Eberhard 
Uhlich
Henriette Uhlich

In Memory of Elaine 
Eidick
Dora Goerz

June 1, 2020 - November 30, 2020

Honour and Memorium

www.gss.org

http://www.gss.org
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In Memory of Ken Cook
Lois M. Everett

In Memory of Leda 
Mochniuk
Frances Scharr
Sheena Prokipchuk

In Memory of Lois M. 
Jenkins
Dahl Hyacinth

In Memory of Lucien 
Royer
Sharon Trelenberg

In Memory of Lydia 
Beifus
Doris A. Aasen
Eleanor Macarthur

In Memory of Margaret 
Macrae
Mike J. Walmsley

In Memory of Martin 
Prins
Anne Van Arragon
Arthur Struyk
Barbara Muir
Helen Versluys
Jon Halford
Lillian Torrie

In Memory of Howard 
Davis
Michelle Koinberg
Patrick Dwyer
Warren Burles

In Memory of Jackie Lang
Rita Kneller

In Memory of Jake Welles
Rita Kneller

In Memory of James A. 
Mann
Helen Ballash

In Memory of Jane 
Vandenberg
Donna Ritzema

In Honour of Janelle 
Visser
Jennifer Kopp

In Memory of Jean 
Thornton
Derek McCune
Margaret Munsch

In Memory of John Dmitri
Irene Dmitri

In Memory of Kathleen 
Wilson
Bob Ross
Katherine Coroluick

In Memory of Gerda 
Knecht
Nancy Inglis

In Honour of Gladys M. 
Martin
Susan M. Martin

In Memory of Gus 
Stephan
Allan Tabler
Douglas Baumann
Douglas Milton
Elsie Stephan
Esther Schnell
Gary Schnell
Gunner Nystrom
Lillian Henschel
Verna Ruskowsky

In Memory of Gwen 
Wallace
Ruth Smith

In Memory of Harry Rix
Rita Kneller

In Memory of Hazel 
Lamont
Diane Ash
Jim Jobb
Joan MacKenzie
Paul Hawirko

Like us on Facebook @goodsamaritanCA

https://www.facebook.com/goodsamaritanCA/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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In Memory of Victoria 
Poulsen
Lois M. Everett

In Memory of Viola 
Collins
Clifford Collins

In Memory of Walter 
Breedevelt
Barbara Breedevelt
Kurtis Horner
Walter Breedevelt

In Memory of Walter 
Grygus
Cheryl Nekolaichuk

In Memory of Walter 
Joneson
Milton C. Joneson

In Memory of William 
Mills Parker
Carole Parker

In Memory of Yvonne 
Overgaard
Lorne Oliver
Rita Kneller

In Memory of Zelma 
Romeril
Michele Schalekamp

In Memory of Zilla 
Maynard
Elizabeth Karra

In Memory of Roy Styner
Albert Wedman

In Memory of Sheila Silk
Jane Oudenaarden

In Memory of Shirley 
Taniguchi
Joyce Kennedy
Karen Fairbairn

In Memory of Stan 
Stoklosa
Helen Poulton

In Memory of Stella 
Stimson
Debbie Cooper
Kevin Stimson

In Memory of Steven 
Minchau
Rita Kneller

In Memory of Suzanne 
Parsons
Carol Leeuw
Joan Christian

In Memory of Thelma 
McRae
Alta Pharis
Betty A. Whipple
Gerald Lewis
Karen Regehr
Ken Lewis

In Memory of Veda 
Thomas
Ava Thomas

In Memory of Mary 
Smithaniuk
Gale Barber

In Memory of Norman 
Hay
Rita Kneller

In Memory of Pamela 
McKinley
James McKinley

In Memory of Patricia 
LaForge
International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers Local 254

In Memory of Phyllis Jean 
Cleland
Edna Nelson
Fred Ames
Lois M. Everett
Verna Walper

In Memory of Randy Fry
Betty Vogelaar

In Memory of Ricky 
Grams
Leonard Blumenthal

In Memory of Rita Gray
Keith Gray

In Memory of Robert 
Payzant
Judy Schuurman

In Honour of Rosemary 
Large
Eric Large

We’re in this together. We’ll get through this together.
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Congratulations on your commitment to excellence 

As rated by readers of 

Best
Retirement
Community

and
Best Local
Charity in
Penticton 

Good 
Samaritan

Village
by the

Station 

2020 02
02

BEST
South
Okanagan

of the

Favourite

Join us on LinkedIn by searching goodsamaritanCA

https://winners.pentictonnow.com/profile/Good_Samaritan_Village_by_the_Station/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/goodsamaritanca


@goodsamaritanCA

For more information about The Good Samaritan Society or 
Good Samaritan Canada please contact:

Your comments and feedback are welcome. 
Please contact The Good Samaritan Society 
communications team at 780-431-3791 or 
email communications@gss.org.

Good Samaritan Head Office
8861-75 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T6C 4G8

Phone: 780-431-3600
Email: goodsaminfo@gss.org
Website: gss.org

Send an online message to your loved one!
If you are unable to visit a loved one in our care/group homes, 
please consider using our “well wishes” form on our website 
at www.gss.org/well-wishes to send them a personal note. 
Messages and photos are delivered by our employees the 

first business day after they are received and employees will 
help your loved one read them if necessary.  

Visit www.gss.org/well-wishes for all the details!

https://www.facebook.com/goodsamaritanCA/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://twitter.com/goodsamaritanca
https://www.linkedin.com/company/goodsamaritanca
https://www.instagram.com/goodsamaritanca/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXlyjdHqEwaMZvaYw39dZOw
mailto:communications%40gss.org?subject=
https://gss.org/contact/contact-us/
mailto:goodsaminfo%40gss.org?subject=
http://www.gss.org
http://www.gss.org/well-wishes
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